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The American Geographical Society Awards 2023 Council Fellowship to Ms. Olivia Meyer

Description: The American Geographical Society (AGS) awards Ms. Olivia Meyer of the University of Hawaii the
2023 AGS Council Fellowship.

[New York City, NY] – [March 20, 2023] — The American Geographical Society (AGS) announced the recipients
of the 2023 AGS Council Fellowships to support master’s and doctoral research. Ms. Olivia Meyer, a Ph.D.
candidate at the University of Hawaii, is one of three recipients of the 2023 Fellowship. Established in 2013,
graduate students from universities around the world are eligible to apply for the $2,000.00 award. AGS will
recognize the three Fellows during its annual Fall Symposium, Geography 2050, to be held November 16-17,
2023 in New York City.

Ms. Meyer will use her fellowship to fund her research project, Plastic Panacea: ‘Circular Economies’ of Plastic
Waste in Thailand. “In collaboration with local universities and grassroots groups, I will examine how social
conditions mediate circular economy participation and knowledge production across regulatory, industry, recycler,
and activist groups. By analyzing what makes a circular economy successful, this project examines Thailand’s
place-specific approach to environmentalism and considers how other countries might navigate the international
deployment of circular economy solutions,” explained Ms. Meyer, adding “Research findings will advance
understanding of how plastic pollution may be revalued through new sustainability models in Thailand and
beyond.”

Dr. Marie Price, President of AGS and Chair of the Selection Committee, remarked on this year’s recipients,
"Every year the AGS Council members and I look forward to reviewing the applications for the Council Fellowship.
It is exciting to see the research that young scholars are doing both domestically and internationally. This is the
10th year of the Council Fellowship program and the applicants are better than ever.” Dr. Price added, “Our
challenge as a Society is to find more financial support to grow this important program.”

The American Geographical Society is a 21st-century learning society dedicated to the advancement of
geographic thinking, knowledge, and understanding across business, government, academe, social sectors, and
most importantly with teachers and students. Established in 1851, AGS is the oldest professional geographical
organization in the United States. It is recognized worldwide as a pioneer in geographical research and education
for 170 years. The mission of AGS is to convene a diverse global community of innovators, thinkers, and
practitioners; create and curate geographical knowledge, learning and exploration; and advance geographic
science and technologies to address society’s challenges and opportunities. The Society maintains its
headquarters in New York City​.
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